
Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems 
(OWTS, septic)Regulations

OWTS Policy
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov
/water_issues/programs/owts/

Regulation/standard for the 
permitting and operation of 
specific categories (includes 
residential) of onsite wastewater 
treatment systems (OWTS) in the 
state.

Provides for a waiver of waste 
discharge requirements for OWTS 
that meet Policy.

Local Agency Management 
Program (LAMP)
https://countyofsb.org/uploadedF
iles/phd/PROGRAMS/EHS/CH%20E
HS%20LAMP%20Plan%20Documen
t.pdf

Implements Tier 2 of the OWTS 
Policy. Addresses local conditions, 
providing alternative to, and 
superseding Tier 1 requirements 
not incorporated in LAMP. 

Authorized by the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors and 
approved by the Regional Water 
Board. 

County Code 18C
https://library.municode.com/ca/
santa_barbara_county/codes/co
de_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH18
CENHESE_ARTIONWATRSY

Appendix I of the LAMP – Code 
implementing LAMP – construction 
and permitting standards. 

Approved by the Santa Barbara 
County Board of Supervisors. (Ord. 
No. 4909, § 2, 1-6-2015)

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/owts/
https://countyofsb.org/uploadedFiles/phd/PROGRAMS/EHS/CH%20EHS%20LAMP%20Plan%20Document.pdf
https://library.municode.com/ca/santa_barbara_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH18CENHESE_ARTIONWATRSY


Estimated Cost to Install 
Supplemental Treatment System

- $30,000 to $70,000, depending on site conditions and the 
components required,

- Site constraints may increase costs above estimate,
- A repair meeting current requirements may not be feasible. 



Operation and maintenance of a 
supplemental treatment system

a. Operating permit (Permit renewal permit fee every 5 years = $324),
b. Service contract with qualified provider, inspections per 
manufacturer’s requirements, generally every 6 months ($800-1200/year),
c. Effluent sampling, analyzed for total suspended solids, biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD5, five-day biochemical oxygen demand), and 
nitrogen series (Total nitrogen (as N)) ($400/year),



Operation and maintenance of a 
supplemental treatment system cont.

d. Pumping the septic tank or supplemental treatment tank ($1,200 every 
5 years),

e. Adjustment, repair, or replacement of treatment components as 
needed,

f. Electrical and communication/monitoring services charges



Estimated ongoing cost for OWTS 
with Supplemental Treatment

$1,505 - $1,905/year (or $125-$159 monthly)
*Does not include electrical/communication costs, or repairs 
to treatment system.



Setbacks
MINIMUM HORIZONTAL  DISTANCE BUILDING SEWER SEPTIC TANK DISPOSAL FIELD SEEPAGE PIT

(DRYWELL)
Building or Structure1 2 Feet 5 Feet 8 Feet 8 Feet

Property Line Clear2 5 Feet 5 Feet 8 Feet
Private Water Supply Well 50 Feet3 100 Feet 100 Feet 150 Feet
Public Water Supply Well 50 Feet3 100 Feet 150 Feet See CA OWTS 9.4.10

Streams and other bodies of water 100 Feet 100 Feet7 100 Feet7 150 Feet7

Trees9 -- 10 Feet -- 10 Feet
Seepage pits8 -- 5 Feet 5 Feet 12 Feet
Disposal Field8 -- 5 Feet 4 Feet4 5 Feet
Distribution box -- -- 5 Feet 5 Feet

On-Site Domestic Water Service
Line 1 Foot5 5 Feet 5 Feet 5 Feet

Pressure public water main6 10 Feet Horizontal
& 1 Foot Vertical 25 Feet 25 Feet 25 Feet



https://www.epa.gov/septic/
how-care-your-septic-system

https://www.epa.gov/sites/de
fault/files/2015-
06/documents/septicsmart_lo
nghomeownerguide_english5
08_0.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/septic

https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-care-your-septic-system
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-06/documents/septicsmart_longhomeownerguide_english508_0.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/septic


https://www.epa.gov/septic - https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-your-septic-system-works

https://www.epa.gov/septic
https://www.epa.gov/septic/how-your-septic-system-works


https://www.epa.gov/septic

Effluent filter recommended for 
all systems. 
Required for any new systems or 
where work requiring a permit is 
performed.

https://www.epa.gov/septic


https://www.epa.gov/septic

https://www.epa.gov/septic
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